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��  I have checked the following common grammatical issues: 
 

 Correct use of “as”, “since” and “because” 
Generally speaking, “as” means “coincident in time”; “since” connotes “after an event”; and “because” 
connotes causation.   

  Correct:  “As I was walking down the street, I heard a noise.”   
  Correct:  “Since you ate the cake last night, we don’t have any dessert tonight.”  
  Correct:  “Because he slept in, he was late to class.” 

 
 Floating “it” and “this”  
 Ex: “Lucy is in a hurry to finish her assignment.  Thus it is causing her to take shortcuts in her reading.” To 
what does “it” refer? 

 
 “If ” and “then” 

 “If she has an issue with the homework, she should ask for help.” 
 Correct: If she has an issue with the homework, then she should ask for help. 

 
 Agreement of pronouns  
Ex: “An individual should question their principles“. An individual” is singular.  “Their” is plural. 
Correct: “Individuals should question their principles.” 

 
 Infinitives should not be split  
“To boldly go where no one has gone before” 
Correct: “To go boldly where no one has gone before” 
 

 Avoid the passive voice 
 “The tail was wagged by the dog” (passive voice)  
 “The dog wagged his tail” (active voice) 

 “Only” should appear before the word it modifies 
 Research should only begin after subjects consented. 
 Correct: Research should begin only after subjects have consented. 
 

 


