
6.7 Public Spaces 

6 . 7 . 1  G e n e r a l  P r i n c i p l e s  

6 . 7 . 1 . 1  D e s c r i p t i o n    

University public spaces include interior and exterior public areas where visitors, 
students, employees and contractors access university departments, faculties, 
facilities, including corridors, elevators/stairs, atriums, entrances/exits to 
buildings, pathways, terraces, plazas, lobbies, quadrangles and lawns. 

6.7.1.2 Ownership + accountability   

Because university public spaces are the property of the university, all 
renovation, construction and maintenance work in these spaces (including 
installations in these areas) must be initiated by a work request and follow the 
facilities project procurement process.  All work must be performed by facilities 
staff or approved contractors for safety and liability reasons under the direction of 
a university project manager.  

6.7.1.3 Safety   

University public spaces are designed and constructed to meet the Alberta 
Building Code and Alberta Fire Code requirements of the day.  They are NOT to 
b e  m o d i f i e d  i n  a n y  w a y  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  F a c i l i t i e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
i n c l u d i n g  e i t h e r  C a m p u s  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o r  C a m p u s  E n g i n e e r i n g .  

6 . 7 . 1 . 4  M e n t a l  H e a l t h    

P u b l i c  s p a c e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c a s u a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  p r o m o t e  a  
s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  o f  i t s  u s e r s .  
T h e y  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  w e l c o m i n g  t o  a l l ,  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  a n d  v i e w s  t o  
e x t e r i o r  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e. 

 

6.7.2 Public Spaces – Requirements of Use 

6.7.2.1 Ground, Wall And Ceiling Surfaces 

Maintain clear access (at least one metre) in front of all floor, wall and ceiling/roof 
p a n e l s ,  c o v e r  p l a t e s ,  c o n t r o l s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  l i g h t i n g  a n d  a c c e s s  h a t c h e s .   D o o r s  
s w i n g i n g  i n t o  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  m u s t  h a v e  a  f u l l ,  c l e a r  s w i n g  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  o f  
1 5 0 0 m m  c l e a r  a r e a .  

6 . 7 . 2 . 2   M e c h a n i c a l  E q u i p m e n t  M o d i f i c a t i o n s  

Desired modification to heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) supply 
or return grills must be put through a work request so that facilities staff or 
a p p r o v e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  c a n  a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d .  
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