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Documentation  
In academic writing, you must cite sources for all borrowed information and ideas—even when you 





	

 

Example 6 Example 7 
Some researchers have noted a positive 
correlation between caffeine intake and heart 
disease (Carmichael 1998; Hawkins 1997), while 
others (Lumpas et al. 2000; Wright and Weston 
1993) have found conflicting results.	

The patterns of migratory birds reflect a change 
in climates (Smyth JL and Smyth D 1995). 

Guidelines for multiple authors or multiple sources: 
• When including more than one source in a parenthetical citation, arrange sources alphabetically by 

first author and separate sources with semicolons.  
• For sources with two authors, always cite both authors; use ‘and’ to connect authors’ names. For 

sources with three or more authors, cite the first author in the first reference, followed by “et al.” 
(not italicized and with a period after “al”). When two authors share the same surname, add their 
initials after the surname, as in example 7. 

In-text citations: quoted passages  
 

Example 8 Example 9 Example 10 
Halloran (1990) notes that concern 
with grammatical correctness in 
English was “essentially an 
eighteenth- century invention” (p. 
166). 

Concern with grammatical 
correctness in English was 
“essentially an eighteenth-century 
invention” (Halloran 1990 p.166). 

Sharp (2003) found that 
“there was no evidence of a 
link between people’s voting 
patterns and their television 
viewing habits” (para. 5). 

Guidelines for citing page and paragraph numbers for quoted passages under 40 words: 
• CSE does not outline a specific format for quotations; however, we recommend including a page 

number. Note that most scientific disciplines do not use quotations.  
• 



	

In-text citations: personal communications  
 

Example 13 Example 14 Example 15 
In 2002, the profits doubled 
(2006 e-



	



	

Article	in	a	daily	newspaper	(online	&	paper-based)	
Guidelines: 

• For print newspaper references, ensure that you note the section of the paper, page number, and the 
column. 

Books	(online	&	paper-based)	

Guidelines: 
• Capitalize only the first letter of proper nouns and of the first word of book titles. 
• Include the place of publication and the state or province abbreviation in brackets as necessary (e.g. for 

clarification or to avoid confusion), followed by a colon and the name of the publisher. Extent 
(pagination) is optional. For books available online (i.e. electronic versions), include the DOI (and/or the 
URL if a DOI is not available). 

Article	or	chapter	in	an	edited	book	(



	

Technical	and	research	reports	

 



	

Web	sites	

Guidelines: 
• 
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