Scientific Writing: Order & Sections
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Abstract

Introduction

Methods

Results

150 to 250 words. Encompasses key points for the entire work. Generally

written last

0 Instructors may assign a short Abstract before the report in order to generate
report outlines

0 Context (1 sentence), Objectives (1 or 2), Hypothesis (1), Methods (1), Key
Results (1 or 2) Key Discussion points (1 or 2), Key Conclusions (1 or 2)
Significance of Work (1 or 2)

Background, Context, Theory, Purpose, Objectives, Hypothesis

0 Provides the information necessary for the reader to understand the sections to
come

o Broadly define topic, provide theoretical background, place in context of other
research

o Clearly state objectives or hypothesis

What the data shows, What was found (includes all of the results of your




study)

o Point out general trends in your graphs, figures or data & note exceptions or
outliers

o Describe the results of statistical tests, and their significance, Focus on simple
descriptions

o Awritten narrative of the results...Explain WHAT occurred, not WHY it occurred

Discussion Why did the results occur that way? Analyze, Interpret, and Explain your
Results.
o]





https://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing_support/
http://www.nature.com/scitable/ebooks/english-communication-for-scientists-14053993/writing-scientific-papers-14239285
http://www.nature.com/scitable/ebooks/english-communication-for-scientists-14053993/writing-scientific-papers-14239285

