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Dr. Martin Wagner  
Director of the Language Research Centre 
Assistant Professor of Hispanic Linguistics, University of Calgary, Canada  

Martin Wagner received his Ph.D. in German literature from Yale University in 2014 and 
subsequently taught comparative literature at Yonsei University, Underwood International 
College. He is especially interested in the intersections between literary writing and various 
specialized discourses of politics, philosophy, and the sciences. 

In a new project, he studies literary attempts to represent, complicate, and expand on a form of 
individual freedom that emerged between the Reformation and the Enlightenment.  This form of 
freedom articulates a language of agency that does not rely on resistance to established norms 
and structures of authority.  

Dr. Wagner is the Director of the Language Research Centre (LRC), Technology in Language 
Learning, an interdisciplinary hub of language, teaching, and research. The LRC features several 
research groups, speaker series, and other engaging academic events. In addition, LRC also 
provides classrooms, meeting rooms, and study spaces for students. 
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Our Digital Stories 
 

IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE 
 
Sean’s Message 
Sean from South Korea, who has only been in the city for a couple of months, is still learning the 
language; yet that did not stop him from creating a compelling story about identity, preferences, and 
stereotypes. Talking about what he does, his likes and dislikes, and the disappointments of daily 
experiences, Sean sketches his identity in a way that dismantles stereotypes and gives us a great 
message: Believe in yourself. The personal is the most creative. 
 
 
Is it Worth it? 
Virginia’s story speaks of resilience and empowerment. Through the question, “Is it worth it?” she 
elaborates a story close to the heart of many people—the process of reconstructing the self.  The 
message is: Embrace your capabilities and work constantly to produce a better version of yourself while 
teaching others how to embrace their uniqueness. Virginia’s journey into this new version of herself has 
been an engine for her work with people of different abilities in Calgary. 
 
 
Canadian Impression 
What to expect in a new city with its new culture and people?  Carol shares her experience of trying to 
find her way into a mall and a government office. Receiving unexpected help from a Canadian marked her 
real introduction to Canada. Her story speaks of finding kindness in unexpected places and how these 
acts of kindness can make a difference for newcomers, easing their integration into Canadian society. 
 
 
Añoranza | Longing 
Mariana takes us on a roundtrip between geographical and temporal spaces: the past, present, and 
future of her hometown. Her story was written during her flight back to Calgary after spending time with 
family, friends, and the people of Caracas. Filled with cultural and geographical symbolism, her story 
speaks of the migratory experience of one of the world’s most recent diasporas: The Venezuelan. Using 
recurrent images of the tropics, the valley, the food, and the people of Caracas, this story calls for hope 
and reconciliation for all Venezuelans: those who stayed and those who left.  
 
 
Not black and white 
In Zhara’s story, she gains a new vision of the world through exposure to different cultures.  Her eyes 
were opened to new perspectives and views of the world. Many immigrants have to travel around and 
visit different places before coming to the country that will become their home. Just as in the story, 
immigrants are often challenged and have to revisit and compare their ideologies of being in the world. 
Zhara reminds us that there’s not black or white: humans, all over the world, deserve love and respect. 
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Captivated by China 
Dion tells us about the first time he traveled outside of Canada. Originally from Newfoundland, Canada, 
Dion believed his life was complete until he took a flight to meet a friend in China. He tells us how his 
perspective changed and how he found a new home. Since that first trip, he married and became the 
proud father of two sons in his wife’s native country of China. In our conversations, he spoke of the effect 
that return immigration has had for him and his family. His story presents a refreshing view of how a 
Canadian learned to love and embrace a new culture.  
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The Storytellers 

Milagros Arias 
Venezuela 

 
Cecilia Barboza 

Venezuela 
 

Virgina Borges 
Venezuela 

 
Vincenzina Ciccaglione 

Venezuela 
 

Johana Fonseca 
Costa Rica 

 
Mariana Márquez 

Venezuela 
 

Marietta Méndez 
Venezuela 

 

Sean Na 
South Korea 

 
Geraldine Fuenmayor 

Venezuela 
 

Gina Pavone de Appel 
Venezuela 

 
Dion Ryan 

Newfoundland, Canada 
 

Juan Sánchez 
Venezuela 

 
Carol Xu 

China 
 

Zahra Haji 
Iran
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The Digital Storytelling Festival is hosted by Hortensia Barrios & Karina Hincapie, Research Fellows 
at the Language Research Centre in the School of Languages, Linguistics, Literatures, and Cultures. 
 
This community outreach activity is sponsored by the Language Research Centre.  
 
This Festival wouldn’t have been possible without the support of the community and our 
participants. Special thanks to:
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