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Executive Summary  
 
Law and Society was motivated to undertake its Curriculum Review as a means of taking 
stock of the program, its strengths and weaknesses, and to plot our direction for the 
next five years.  This is important as the program has not undergone a formal review. 
The curriculum mapping data indicate that the program is successfully meeting its 
program learning outcomes. The data also highlight two areas for improvement in 
delivery of quantitative analysis and methodological training.  
 
We used a simple handwritten curriculum mapping tool. This suited the small size of our 
program, and also allowed all of our core faculty to complete the mapping process as a 
collaborative exercise in which we discussed the process and its outcomes. Additional 
data was provided by a student survey distributed to 3rd and 4th year LWSO students. 
The data was subsequently digitized by Laurent Wall in Sociology. Additional analysis 
was provided by Patti Dyjur and Nahum Arguera at the Taylor Institute for Teaching and 
Learning.  
 
The Law and Society Curriculum Review Lead is Ted McCoy. The team consisted of our 
entire core faculty, including Lyndsay Campbell, Ian Brodie, Maureen Hiebert, and Chloë 
Atkins.  

Program Context 
 
Law and Society is the study of how legal and social systems are interconnected, how 
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Interdisciplinary Studies to its current departmental home in Sociology. Law and Society 
has benefited greatly from the departmental support of the Sociology department. It 
has provided stability and a greater sense of permanence for the program.  
 
In Fall 2016 the program will have 334 majors and 36 minors. Our total enrolment in all 
LWSO courses 2015/16 was 2242 students.  
 
Law and Society currently has the equivalent of 1.75 full-time faculty. The Program uses 
sessional faculty to meet teaching requirements not covered by full-time faculty.  
 
 
Program Structure Overview 
The Law and Society Program offers a B.A. that features the same core LWSO courses 
for all majors. This provides every student with the same foundation. These 7 courses (8 
with the occasional addition of a special topics 400-
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students seek to carry this training into the larger community. Students repeatedly 
indicated a desire to apply learning in Law and Society with volunteer and work 
opportunities in the community relating to sociolegal issues. Although the evidence is 
anecdotal, it is also clear that students already seek these opportunities but do so 
without the presence of formal relationships between the Law and Society Program and 
the community. This can be improved. For example, our students are engaged in 
volunteer work with The E. Fry Society, the Calgary Poverty Reduction Initiative, CUPS, 
and Legal Aid in the Faculty of Law.  
 
In short, Law and Society students are already independently engaged and interested in 
community activism. These undergraduate students are a vast resource that should be 
more directly coordinated to reach out to different projects and organizations 
connected to social justice and community building.   
 
Our program aligns with several of the specific goals of the University of Calgary 
Academic Plan.  
 
Goal 1: Attract, develop and retain talented students. 

• Law and Society admits many of the best and brightest students (e.g. high admission 
grade/GPA standards)  

• Law and Society graduates some of the brightest students (e.g. Silver Medallion winner 
in 2016)  

 
Goal 9: Distinguish the University of Calgary learning experience 

• Law and Society has seen increasing interest in its Co-Op and Honours programs over 
the past three years.  

• The Honours Program in particular provides opportunities for student research and 
collaboration with faculty.  

• Law and Society student research has been recognized by internal and external awards, 
including PURE Awards and CIHR research funding for our undergraduate students.  

 
 
Goal 12: Enable interdisciplinary academic programs and research 

• Law and Society is one of the university’s most successful interdisciplinary programs. 
This is reflected in the current curriculum, but also the interdisciplinary research that is 
integrated with teaching in the program. Our faculty is drawn from backgrounds 
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GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 
The Guiding Questions were developed in consultation with the Law and Society faculty 
members. They served to guide the process of this review and are employed below to 
structure the analysis of the Mapping Data and other data sources.   
 
Law and Society Guiding Questions 
 

1. What are the core strengths of the program?  
 

2. How well are program-
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