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2 Department of Geography Curriculum Review (2017) Public Report 

1  Program Context 
The Department has developed strong and sound instructional programs across the board. The 

Department maintains that geography is an integrative discipline, with the concepts of space and place 

linking a wide diversity of phenomena. Thus, a major goal is to educate students in the physical aspects 

of places, in the spatial representation and activities of human phenomena, and in how the two 

interrelate. A second goal is to produce students who are capable of using the most current methods and 

technology to gather data and to analyse spatial relationships. We aim to educate and graduate students 

who can communicate their knowledge effectively in both verbal and graphic/cartographic forms.  

Our Department is nearing completion of a year-long Faculty of Arts-wide initiated Undergraduate 

Curriculum Review to articulate, modernize and revitalize our undergraduate programs. The Department 

of Geography has made some significant changes to the structure and delivery of its undergraduate 

programs beginning in 2004.  In 2004 we restructured the entire program including the realignment and 

streaming of course prerequisites.  In 2008, we revisited the undergraduate program and, based upon our 

4-5 year experiences post restructuring, created 5 “Streams” that reflected the strengths and skills of our 

graduates. These Streams were used as tools to guide undergraduates who were looking for specific sets 

of skills. Considering this history, recent changes to our program and substantial new faculty additions, 

we decided to undertake a comprehensive review and revision process where we adopted an iterative 

approach where we looked at the curriculum from top-down and bottom-up.  

 

2  Guiding Questions 
This process addressed several interrelated questions: 

1. What are the objectives for our undergraduate curriculum? 
2. How well do the course offerings align to the changing sub-disciplines that constitute Geography? 
3. How well is the content and delivery mode of course content within the context of a rapidly 

changing discipline being achieved? 
4. Are there any gaps or redundancies in the programs?  Are course offerings delivering course 

learning outcomes?  
5. How is the curriculum being delivered? 
6. Does the departmental programs align with University of Calgary priorities? 

 

3  Action Plan 
Action Item #1: R
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