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GOVERNMENT STUDENT AID 
PLANS

Alberta residents who require financial as-
sistance in order to pursue post-secondary 
education may obtain student loans through 
Alberta Students Finance. This Department 
administers both Province of Alberta and 
Canada Student Loan Programs. Students 
complete one application to be considered 
for both loans. However, upon receipt of 
the funds, they must be handled as two 
separate loans. Students must be Canadian 
citizens or permanent residents and must 
be registered and maintain full time status. 
Please note: as policies and guidelines are 
revised frequently, students may wish to 
visit the following website for the most up-
to-date information regarding government 
student loans, grants and bursaries offered 
through the Province of Alberta: www.alis.
gov.ab.ca

Assistance is also available to students who 
are considered to be residents of other prov-
inces. Non-Alberta students should contact 
their provincial funding office directly to ob-
tain detailed information regarding student 
loans, grants and bursaries offered through 
their province. Links to the out-of-province 
government student loan websites are avail-
able from the Student Awards and Financial 
Aid website: www.ucalgary.ca/awards/ 

Financial assistance is provided only where 
financial resources available to students 
from parents, summer work, part-time earn-
ings or other sources are insufficient to meet 
the estimated educational costs of full-time 
study.

Between the Canada Student Loan Program 
and the Alberta Students Finance Act, the 
maximum loan available for an academic 
year (Fall/Winter) is normally $12,440. Stu-
dents in the Faculty of Law may appeal for 
an additional $6,220 for a maximum loan 
of $18,660. The maximum loan available to 
medical students is $31,100 for a twelve-
month program, and $18,660 for an eight- or 
nine-month program. Provincial loans can-
not be issued which would increase the total 
Canada and Alberta student loan indebted-
ness beyond the lifetime loan limit set for 
that program of study.

Undergraduate: .............................$50,000

.
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to Alberta residents on the basis of financial 
need, as determined by Alberta Students 
Finance, and are intended to help cover the 
costs of tuition, books, child care, and travel 
if required.

The Federal Government offers two funding 
programs for part-time students. Loans 
for part-time students and Canada Study 
Grants for High-Need Part-time Students are 
awarded on the basis of financial need and 
provide for tuition, fees, books, transporta-
tion, child care and incidentals. Loans are 
interest bearing, with repayment beginning 
30 days after funds are received. A borrower 
may have an outstanding principal of no 
more than $4,000 at any one time. Canada 
Study Grants of up to $1,200 per loan year 
are available to high-need students who 
cannot study full time. Both programs are 
administered by the Provincial Government 
on behalf of the Federal Government.

For further information contact:
Alberta Students Finance

Phone: 1-800-222-6485

Website: www.alis.gov.ab.ca

OTHER SOURCES OF GOVERNMENT 
FINANCIAL AID

Northern Alberta Development Council 
Bursaries
The Northern Alberta Development Coun-
cil Bursary program is intended to offer 
students (who have been residents of 
Alberta for the last three years), special 
bursary assistance where these students 
demonstrate that they intend to apply their 
education after graduation in the northern 
area of the province. Successful candidates 
will be awarded a $3,000 bursary for one full 
academic year of study or, if the length of 
the program is less than one full academic 
year, students may be awarded $1,500. Any 
student who receives a bursary will sign an 
agreement acknowledging that he/she will 
work in the northern area of the province 
one year for each year of full bursary sup-
port. Applications are available on-line at: 
www.alis.gov.ab.ca/scholarships/dev.asp

The deadline is 


