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The Chair called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. and confirmed quorum. 
 
 
1. Conflict of Interest Declaration 
 
No conflicts were declared. 
 
 
2. Inclusive Practice Moment 
 
Nick Holt, Dean of the Faculty of Kinesiology, presented the Traditional Land Acknowledgment and then 
shared: 

�x The Faculty of Kinesiology hosted an all-girl Indigenous high school basketball tournament the 
weekend of May 4-5, 2024. Twenty teams from Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia 
participated, and a documentary about the event will air on the Aboriginal Peoples Television 
Network (APTN) later this year. The event helped to have these youth feel that a university is a 
place that they are welcome, and it is hoped that this will become an annual event. 

�x The Kinesiology atrium currently has an exhibit celebrating women in sport, in tribute to Joan 
Snyder who was a longtime supporter of women’s sport and the Faculty of Kinesiology 

 
 

 7 >>BDCi 2 

�x 

https://globalnews.ca/video/7982526/coyote-expert-hopes-to-educate-calgarians-on-animal-behaviour/
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(Academic), and several new SU Faculty representatives were welcomed on this occasion of their 
first General Faculties Council (GFC) meeting 

�x Sandra Davidson was congratulated on her appointment as Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic), and the members of the advisory selection committee were thanked for their work. 
Penny Werthner, Interim Provost and Vice-President (Academic),
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�x Effort is being made to explain the complexity of the research funding landscape to the provincial 
government, such as that some research programs receive funding from multiple sources. It is 
being emphasised that research funding is peer reviewed and competitively awarded. 

�x Institutions have been researching and discussing the legality of Bill 18 

�x An email from pro-Palestine protestors was received, but the University administration cannot 
address many of the demands in this communication. Overnight encampment is a risk and not 
allowed at the University. The CPS will determine how to enforce the trespass order against the 
encampment protesters. 

 
 
6. Approval of the April 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes 
 
Documentation was circulated with the Agenda. 

 

Moved/Seconded 

That the Minutes of the General Faculties Council meeting held on April 11, 2024 be approved. 

Carried 

 
Saaka Sulemana Saaka abstained 
 
 
7. Recommendation of the Community Mental Health and Well-Being Strategy: Renewal of the 

Campus Mental Health Strategy 
 
Documentation was circulated with the Agenda. Andrew Szeto, Director, Campus Mental Health Strategy, 
Michele Moon, Team Lead, WellBeing and WorkLife, Kevin Wiens, Director, Student Wellness, 
Accessibility and Support, Jennifer Thannhauser, Counsellor, Student Wellness Services, and Sasha Lavoie, 
Senior Communications Specialist, Provost’s Office, presented this item. 
 
Highlights: 

�x The proponents provided an overview of the proposal to renew the Campus Mental Health 
Strategy (as the Community Mental Health and Well-Being Strategy), presented a summary of the 
feedback received during the consultation process and the changes made as a result, and reported 
that an action and evaluation plan will be developed. Once approved by the Board of Governors, 
the Community Mental Health and Well-Being Strategy will be officially launched at the 
University’s UFlourish event in November 2024. 

�x There were no comments or questions  
 

Moved/Seconded 



General Faculties Council May 9, 2024 Approved Minutes  Page 5 of 8 
 

 
8. Approval of Revisions to the GFC Academic Staff Criteria and Processes Handbook 
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�x In response to questions, it was reported that: 

o Researchers seeking guidance on applying to internal research funding programs can 
reach out to the VPR office 

o An example of a transdisciplinary research initiative funded through a combination of 
external and internal funding is the Azrieli Accelerator 

 
 
10. Industry Engagement (Research) Update 
 
Documentation was circulated with the Agenda. Andre Buret, Associate Vice-President Research, and 
Carmen Rieder, Manager, Industry Engagement (Research), presented this item. 
 
Highlights: 

�x The presenters reported on industry engagement at the University, including that: 

o The Industry Engagement Team has three focus areas: 

�ƒ Strategy - Strategic planning and identification of key institutional partners 

�ƒ Operations - Cultivation, development, and management of institutional 
partnerships 

�ƒ Coordination - Coordination and advice on Faculty or unit-level relationships with 
industry 

o The team engages with industry in part through attending events hosted by attended by 
companies and organizations and by joining industry associations 

o The team supports faculty by introducing them to companies that are seeking their 
expertise, advising on industry engagement plans and pitch materials, inviting industry 
partners to University events, and through a company database for matching research 
interests 

o Ways to grow awareness of industry-partnered research have included an industry 
outreach panel event hosted on November 15, 2023, several informational presentations 
to units in 2023-2024, meeting with Associate Deans Research, and a mailman list. A 
SharePoint site will be launching in May 2024. 

 
 
11. Research Security Division Update 
 
Documentation was circulated with the Agenda. Robert Thompson, Associate Vice-President Research, 
Martha Wallace, Director, Research Security, and Jessica Edge, Manager, Due Diligence, presented this 
item. 
 
Highlights: 




