Strategic planning: Review of external data/information

Briefing theme: Growing Role of Universities in Economic
Development & Diversification

Background:

1 Research-intensive universities have the potential to fuel economic growth and revitalization, in
partnership with governments, businesses, and community organizations. ,Q WRGD\{V LQIRUPDIWLRQ DQG
NQRZOHGJH HFRQRP\ HFRQRPLF GHYHIRSPHQW LVQW simply KLIKHU HGXFDILRQ{V GLVIDQW 3IRXUIK
PLWLRQ “ behind teaching, research and community service. It has become among the primary
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This diversifying economy means a shift in labour market demand across sectors and between
occupations within sectors. Alberta has moved away from goods production over the past twenty
years, to an information and knowledge-based economy. While most jobs categories have seen an
increase in job creation since the turn of the century, 85% of total new jobs arose in the service sector,
and the proportion of all jobs in the service sector rose from 74% to 77%. As Figure 2 shows, two of
the top three fastest growing occupations are primarily served by the university sector.
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https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/higher-ed-gamma/how-universities-can-support-equitable-economic-development
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https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/headquarters-checklist-companies-pick-location/
https://www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com/assets/Reports/WhyCalgary_Our-Economy-in-Depth-2022-06.pdf
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